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historical or scientific sense of the word? To ask
for such truth in the sphere of theology is as
pedantic as to ask for it in the sphere of poetry.
Poetical truth means, not that certain events actually
happened, or that the poetical " machinery " is to be
taken as an existing fact; but that the poem is, so
to speak, the projection of truths upon the cloudland
of imagination. It reflects and gives sensuous
images of truth; but it is only the Philistine or
the blockhead who can seriously ask, is it true ?
Some such position seems to be really conceivable
as an ultimate compromise. Put aside the prosaic
insistence upon literal matter-of-fact truth, and we
may all agree to use the same symbolism, and
interpret it as we please. This seems to me
to be actually the view of many thoughtful
people, though for obvious reasons it is not
often explicitly stated. One reason is, of course,
the consciousness that the great mass of mankind
requires plain, tangible motives for governing its
life ; and if it once be admitted that so much of the
orthodox doctrine is mere symbolism or adumbration
of truths, the admission would involve the loss of the
truths so indicated. Moral conduct, again, and
.moral beliefs are supposed to depend upon some
affirmation of these truths; and excellent people are
naturally shy of any open admission which may